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NOTES. 

Some Aspects of the Recent Nietzsche Literature. 

At the beginning of the year 1900, although there was a great mass of 
Nietzsche literature in existence, most of it was written by men whose 
training and interests were other than philosophical. Some of them were 
essayists, others poets or dramatists, and a still larger number were pro- 
fessional journalists. There was a plentiful sprinkling of writers upon 
social questions and a few practical reformers, there were Lutheran clergy- 
men and followers of Ibsen, physicians for whom Nietzsche was merely a 
problem in psychiatry, and young men and maidens who accepted him 
upon his own valuation and regarded his lightest word or deed as charged 
with sacred meaning. Naturally the members of this motley company 
cared little for Nietzsche's philosophy in the stricter sense of the term. His 
sworn followers, to be sure, endeavored to consider the whole of his doc- 
trine, but they were interested particularly in its practical application, and 
moreover the lack of philosophical training displayed by most of them 
rendered their treatment of theoretical questions of little or no value to the 
student. Unacquainted with what had already been done in the field of 
philosophy, they hailed as new everything that was not in accord with pre- 
vailing tendencies, and accepted without blinking arguments that had long 
been recognized as fallacious. Those whose interests were less compre- 
hensive, and who favored or opposed Nietzsche because of his views on 
some one or two subjects, selected these as a matter of course from their 
context and confined their disquisitions to the particular opinions by which 
they had been attracted or repelled. The result was a long series of mono- 
graphs upon Nietzsche's relation to Christianity, to current morality, to the 
emancipation of women, to Wagner's music, to the social and political 
position of the Jews, and so on almost without limit. In this mass of 
heterogeneous material, much is too crude to be of value, but such a charge 
is by no means to be brought against the whole. Portions are well worth 
reading, and this is especially true of certain articles that appeared in French 
and German periodicals. From the best of them, however, not much 
could be expected that would serve as a contribution to the serious study 
of Nietzsche's philosophy in the technical sense. 

In fact, at the beginning of 1900, with the exception of several short 
accounts in magazines and collections of essays, good enough in them- 
selves, but from the very object for which they were written necessarily 
incomplete and one-sided, only two expositions had been published that 
deserve to be called philosophical. They are Friedrich Nietzsche : Der 
Kunstler und der Denker by Alois Riehl, and La Philosophic de Nietzsche 
by Henri Lichtenberger. Perhaps nothing better than these has been done 

490 



NOTES. 491 

since, but four years ago they stood alone. Nietzsche was not only ignored 
by the philosophical world, but it was considered necessary to make formal 
proclamation of the neglect to which he was subjected. Even in Germany 
propositions to place his books in university libraries met with opposition 
on the part of the professors of philosophy, and Nietzsche was almost uni- 
versally held up to shame as a popular charlatan. 

At present the public interest in Nietzsche and his books is at once more 
serious and less enthusiastic. At least this statement is true with regard to 
the continent of Europe, and in Great Britain and America public interest 
in Nietzsche can hardly be said to exist. Nietzsche' s works are now found 
in many university libraries, and in at least one university, namely, Leipzig, 
a course of lectures was recently given upon his philosophy. Monographs 
containing the results of serious study of his views are now numerous, and 
bear the names of well-known men such as Vaihinger and Fouillee. Side 
by side with the more general accounts, there have appeared careful studies 
of particular aspects of Nietzsche's philosophy, among which his episte- 
mology has received rather more than its due share of attention. Much 
work has been done in tracing the development of his theories and the 
influences that helped to shape them, and in showing the close relationship 
existing between different portions of his philosophy. At present, the stu- 
dent who wishes a knowledge of Nietzsche's works without going to the 
original sources has the choice of a dozen different expositions, where he 
can find impartial statement together with keen and often sympathetic 
criticism. Nietzsche has not been accepted as a really great philosopher, 
but he has been recognized as historically important, and as worthy at least 
of serious study. When his doctrines are rejected, grave arguments are 
advanced for such a course ; his views are no longer set aside with a sneer 
as if they deserved no other confutation. 

If one asks what influence the increased study of Nietzsche has had upon 
the interpretation of his doctrines, one finds the change confined largely 
to the standpoint from which they are regarded, which has of itself brought 
about completer and less superficial criticism. Moreover, the data have been 
somewhat enlarged. Not only two volumes of Nietzsche's letters, but also 
additional material from his notebooks have been published. Of the twelve 
volumes of the Naumann edition of 1895, four were posthumous. These 
have recently been withdrawn from circulation, as a result of the conviction 
that they misrepresented Nietzsche, their contents have been rearranged, 
and they have now been republished together with two additional volumes. 
The second corrected edition certainly gives more emphasis to the Darwin- 
ian aspect of Nietzsche's philosophy than does either the first edition or the 
books published during Nietzsche's lifetime. The influence of the theory 
of evolution upon Nietzsche has been widely recognized, and his philosophy 
has even been described as an attempt to carry Darwinism to its logical 
conclusion. Whether this extreme view is correct or not, one must admit 
that it has more to justify it now than formerly when the contents of 
Nietzsche's notebooks were less fully known. 
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The radical nature of the change described in the attitude of the philo- 
sophical world toward Nietzsche is the more marked because of the con- 
tinued activity of the writers of less technical commentaries. Everyone 
must of course admit that there is no reason why the valuable books on 
Nietzsche should be confined to those written by the professional students 
of philosophy ; but, as a matter of fact, the majority of the others are so ex- 
travagant in their advocacy or so bitter in their opposition, that they are 
found helpful only by people who share the same standpoint. At present, 
those who praise Nietzsche are making the more noise in print and out of 
it, and the Nietzsche-cult continues to spread. Among the unquestioning 
believers are still found a great many of the army of philosophical amateurs, 
men who, without much training in their chosen field, nevertheless interest 
themselves in philosophical questions and resent any suggestion that here 
as elsewhere some special knowledge is desirable in a judge. Like their 
brothers in the field of art, these philosophical philistines maintain that they 
know what they like, and that, if anyone else has a different taste, so much 
the worse for him. One of Nietzsche's soberer critics goes so far as to say 
that the readiness with which a man accepts Nietzsche's theories is in 
inverse proportion to his knowledge of philosophy, and certainly even so 
sweeping a statement as this is partially justified by the manner in which 
some of Nietzsche's admirers combine without a murmur the views of two 
different periods which he himself recognized as contradictory, discarding 
one as he became convinced of the truth of its opposite. The most respect- 
able of these enthusiasts are the artists, especially the litterateurs, who find 
in Nietzsche the theoretical expression of a standpoint more common than 
is usually admitted, and who are doubtless attracted to him also by the 
beauties of his style. 

By one of those exquisite ironies of fate that go so far towards making 
life worth living, some of the most ardent of Nietzsche's followers are 
'emancipated' women. Nietzsche, who regarded woman's function as 
limited entirely to the bearing of children, and who praised the Eastern 
view of the sex as immeasurably superior to that of Europe, Nietzsche, the 
bitter opponent of all that led to Frauenetnancifialion, has been taken up 
by the advance guard of the movement. In breaking through all the 
restraints imposed upon women by the customs of European' society, their 
object, forsooth, is the production of the Vbermensch. Jesters could do no 
more. 

Among the company of Nietzsche's admirers, a few feel themselves called 
upon to undertake an active propaganda. According to them, only the pre- 
vailing ignorance and prejudice prevent Nietzsche's doctrines from receiv- 
ing wide acceptance, and it is the duty of everyone interested in the cause 
of truth to help to bring about its triumph. This is being done partly by 
the publication of monographs, but especially through the establishment of 
periodicals devoted to the spread of Nietzsche' s views. The latest of these 
is entitled Notes for Good Europeans, and is published near Edinburgh. 
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Besides these literary labors, it is claimed that there has been a more or 
less organized attempt to make a practical application of Nietzsche's 
theories concerning the structure and function of society. Not only are vari- 
ous classes of reformers waiting for the necessary power in order to carry 
out certain of Nietzsche' s suggestions, but these latter are, according to some, 
already being realized. I have not myself seen the articles in question, but 
I have been told that the recent German activity in the East has been 
attributed to the direct influence of Nietzsche. 

On the whole, then, the present attitude toward Nietzsche is much more 
encouraging than it was five years ago. He is not, as he believed himself 
to be, a philosopher of the first rank, but nevertheless he is important 
enough to merit serious study, and this he is now receiving. The vagaries 
of the Nietzsche-cult aside, the present estimate of his writings avoids both 
extravagant praise and blame, and accords them a real though possibly not 
a permanent value. 

Grace Neal Dolson. 

Wells College, 
Aurora, N. Y. 

Professor John Dewey of the University of Chicago has been called to a 
newly established chair of philosophy at Columbia University. 

Professor James H. Tufts has been appointed to the headship of the 
department of philosophy in the University of Chicago, and Professor 
James R. Angell to the headship of a newly founded department of psy- 
chology in the same university. 

Professor George Trumbull Ladd has resigned his chair and his position 
as head of the department of philosophy in Yale University which he has 
held since 1881. 

We give below a list of articles, etc., in the current philosophical 
journals : 

Mind, No. 50 ; W. L. Davidson, Professor Bain's Philosophy ; J. E. 
McTaggart, Hegel's Treatment of the Categories of Quantity ; B. Russell, 
Meinong's Theory of Complexes and Assumptions (1) ; G. E. Underhill, 
The Use and Abuses of Final Causes ; I. M. Bentley, The Psychological 
Meaning of Clearness ; Critical Notices ; New Books ; Philosophical Peri- 
odicals ; Notes and Correspondence. 

The Psychological Review, XI, 3 : H. J. Pearce, The Law of Attrac- 
tion in Relation to some Visual and Tactual Illusions ; W. R. Wright, The 
Relation between the Vaso-Motor Waves and Reaction Times ; G. T. 
Stevens, On the Horopter ; C. L. Herrick, The Logical and Psychological 
Distinction between the True and the Real ; G. A. Tawney, The Period of 
Conversion ; J. M. Baldwin, The Genetic Progression of Psychic Objects ; 
Notes. 
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International Journal of Ethics, XIV, 3 ; Felix Adler, The Prob- 
lem of Teleology ; J. G. James, The Ethics of Passive Resistance ; W. E. 
B. DuBois, The Development of a People ; C. S. Myers, Is Vivisection 
Justifiable? J. H Leuba, Professor William James's Interpretation of 
Religious Experience; J. H. Muirhead, Wordsworth's Ideal of Early 
Education ; J. C. Murray, What Should be the Attitude of Teachers of 
Philosophy towards Religion ? A Reply ; J. Kindon, Byron versus Spenser ; 
Book Reviews. 

The Monist, XIV, 3 : Otto Pfleiderer, The Christ of Primitive Chris- 
tian Faith ; George Gore, The Coming Scientific Morality ; Hans Klein- 
peter, The Principle of the Conservation of Energy ; H. R. Evans, Madame 
Blavatsky ; /. H. Noble, Psychology on the ' New Thought ' Movement ; 
N. Vaschide and G. Binet- Valmer, The Elite of Democracy ; Criticisms 
and Discussions ; Book Reviews. 

The Hibbert Journal, II, 3 : Henry Jones, The Moral Aspect, of the 
Fiscal Question ; Sir Oliver Lodge, Suggestions towards the Reinterpreta- 
tion of Christian Doctrine ; H. Henson, The Resurrection of Jesus Christ ; 
W. B. Carpenter, Gladstone as a Moral and Religious Personality ; 
Andrew Lang, Mr. Myers's Theory of ' The Subliminal Self ; C. J. Keyser, 
The Axiom of Infinity ; W. J. Brown, The Passing of Conviction ; Hugo 
Winckler, North Arabia and the Bible ; Discussions ; Reviews. 

The Psychological Bulletin, I, 5 : R. M. Yerkes, Variability of 
Reaction-time ; Irving King, Recent Works on Child Psychology and 
Education ; Psychological Literature ; New Books ; Notes ; Journals. 

I, 6 : R. M. Ogden, Memory and the Economy of Learning ; M. W. 
Calkins, Voluntaristic Psychology ; Recent Experimental Literature ; Dis- 
cussion and Correspondence ; New Books ; Notes ; Journals. 

The Journal of Philosophy, Psychology, and Scientific Methods, 
1,6: A. D. Sorensen, A Criticism of Scientific Method as Applied by Sociolo- 
gists ; J. A. Leighton, Pragmatism ; Reviews and Abstracts of Literature ; 
Journals and New Books ; Notes and News. 

I, 7 : R. B. Perry, Recent Philosophical Procedure with Reference to 
Science ; John Dewey, Notes upon Logical Topics, II ; Discussion ; Reviews 
and Abstracts of Literature ; Journals and New Books ; Notes and News. 

I, 8 : /. H. Tufts, The Social Standpoint ; Wm. Turner, Recent Liter- 
ature on Scholastic Philosophy ; Discussion ; Reviews and Abstracts of 
Literature ; Journals and New Books ; Notes and News. 

I, 9 : W. B. Pillsbury, A Suggestion toward a Reinterpretation of Intro- 
spection ; R. MacDougall, Recognition and Recall ; IV. H. Sheldon, Defi- 
nitions of Intensity ; Societies ; Reviews and Abstracts of Literature ; Jour- 
nals and New Books ; Notes and News. 
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I, 10 : C. A. Strong, A Naturalistic Theory of the Reference of Thought 
to Reality ; W. H. Sheldon, A Study of Intensive Facts ; Discussion ; 
Societies ; Reviews and Abstracts of Literature ; Journals and New Books ; 
Notes and News. 

Archiv fur Geschichte der Philosophie, X, 3 : Hobbes-Analekten ; 
Paul Ziertmann, Ein bisher falschlich Locke zugeschriebener Aufsatz 
Shaftesburys ; Alessandro Chiappelli, Uber die Spuren einer doppelten 
Redaktion des platonischen Theaetets ; Paul Tannery, Sur une erreur 
mathematique de Descartes ; A. D'dring, Die beiden Bacon ; Georg Jaeger, 
Locke, eine kritische Untersuchung der Ideen des Liberalismus und des 
Ursprungs nationalokonomischer Anschauungsformen ; A. Hoffmann, Die 
Lehre von der Bildung des Universums bei Descartes in ihrer geschicht- 
lichen Bedeutung ; Jahresbericht. 

Archiv fur systematische Philosophie, X, 1 : Erich Adickes, 
Auf wemruht Kants Geist ? Max Dessoir, Anschauung und Beschreibung ; 
J. N. Szuman, Der Stoff vom philosophischen Standpunkte ; Jahresbericht. 

VlERTELJAHRSSCHRIFT FUR WISSENSCHAFTLICHE PHILOSOPHIE UND 

Soziologie, XXVIII, I : Demetrius Gusli, Egoismus und Altruismus, I ; 
Cay von Brockdorff, Schopenhauer und die wissenschaftliche Philosophie, 
I ; W. G. Alexejeff, Uber die Entwickelung des Begriffes der hoheren 
arithmologischen Gesetzmassigkeit in Natur- und Geisteswissenschaften ; 
Besprechungen ; Selbstanzeigen ; Philosophische Zeitschriften ; Bibli- 
ographic 

Kantstudien, IX, 1 und 2 : O. Liebmann, Kant : Zur Erinnerung an 
den 12. Februar, 1804; W. Windelband, Nach hundert Jahren ; E. 
Troeltsch, Das Historische in Kants Religionsphilosophie ; F. Heman, 
Immanuel Kants philosophisches Vermachtnis ; B. Bauch, Die Person- 
lichkeit Kants ; F. Staudinger, Kants Bedeutung fur die Padagogik der 
Gegenwart ; E. Kuhnemann, Herder und Kant an ihrem hundertjahrigen 
Todestage ; A. Riehl, Helmholtz in seinem Verhaltnis zu Kant ; F. Paul- 
sen, Zum hundertjahrigen Todestage Kants ; G. Runze, Emerson und 
Kant ; F. A. Schmid, Kant im Spiegel seiner Briefe ; E. -v. Aster, Die 
neue Kant-Ausgabe und ihr erster Band ; H. Vaihinger, Erklarung der 
vier Beilagen ; H. Vaihinger, An die Freunde der Kantischen Philosophie. 

ZEITSCHRIFT FUR PSYCHOLOGIE UND PHYSIOLOGIE DER SlNNESORGANE, 

XXXIV, 5 und 6 : Leo Hirschlaff, Bibliographic der psycho-physiolo- 
gischen Literatur des Jahres 1901 ; Namenverzeichnis der Bibliographie ; 
Namenregister. 

XXXV, 1 : H. Feilchenfeld, Uber die Sehscharfe im Flimmerlicht ; F. 
Kiesow, Uber die einfachen Reaktionszeiten der taktilen Belastungsempfin- 
dung ; Beyer, Beitrag zur Frage der Parosmie ; Literaturbericht. 

Revue de Metaphysique et de Morale, XII, 2 : Lewis Prat, Les 
derniers entretiens de Charles Renouvier ; F. Colonna cT /stria, Ce que la 
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medecine experimentale doit a la philosophie ; L. Couturat, Les principes 
des mathematiques ; F. Evellin, La Raison et les Antinomies, III; A. 
Fouillee, Le ' devoir-faire ' et le ' devoir ' ; P. Lacombe, L'idee de patrie ; 
Seconde Congres International de Philosophie a Geneve ; Livres nouveaux ; 
Revues et periodiques ; Theses de doctorat. 

Revue Neo-Scolastique, XI, I : D. Mercier, La liberte d' indifference 
et le determinisme psychologique ; J. Halleux, La philosophie d' Herbert 
Spencer ; D. Nys, L'hylemorphisme dans le monde inorganique ; fames 
Lindsay, La philosophie de St. Thomas ; H. Lebrun, V Institut Carnegie ; 
A. Pelzer, Chronique philosophique ; Comptes-rendus ; Ouvrages envoyes 
a. la Redaction ; Table des matieres pour l'annee 1903. 

Revue Philosophique, XXIX, 4 : L. Dauriac, Le testament philo- 
sophique de Renouvier ; F. Rauh, Science et conscience ; G. Cantecor, 
La science positive et la morale (2 e et dernier article) ; A. Rey, Les 
principes philosophiques de lachimie physique ; Analyses et comptes ren- 
dus ; Revue des periodiques Strangers ; Correspondence. 

XXIX, 5 : A. Naville, De la verite : remarques logiques ; B. Bourdon, 
La perception de la verticalite de la tete et du corps ; H. Pieron, La con- 
ception generale de 1' association des id6es et les donnees de l'exp6rience ; 
Vaschide, La conscience des agonisants ; Brunschwigg, Vers le positivisme 
absolu par l'idealisme, de L. Weber ; Analyses et comptes rendus ; Revue 
des periodiques etrangers ; Livres nouveaux ; Necrologie. 

Journal de Psychologie normale et pathologique, I, 3 ; /.-/. 
Van Biervliet, La mesure de 1' intelligence ; G. Durante, Considerations 
generates sur la structure et le fonctionnement du systeme nerveux (Fin.) ; 
A. Mayer, Influence des images sur les secretions ; J. Grasset, La peur, 
element-psychique normal de defense ; Bibliographie. 

Rivista Filosofica, VII, 1 : A. Faggi, H. Spencer e il suo sistema 
filosofico ; C. Cantoni, Uncapitolo d'introduzionealla ' Critica della Ragion 
pura ' di E. Kant ; E. Juvalta, La dottrina della due Etiche di H. Spencer, 
I ; G. Vidari, Di alcune recenti pubblicazioni di filosofia morale ; Ras- 
segna Bibliografica ; Notizie e Pubblicazioni ; Nel primo centenario della 
morte di E. Kant ; Necrologio ; Sommari delle reviste straniere ; Libri 
ricevuti. 

Rivista di Filosofia e Scienze Affini, I, 3-4 : G. Taroszi, Liberta ; 
G. de Angelis, Brano di logica formale della geologia ; C. Ranzoli, La 
fortuna di Erberto Spencer in Italia ; G. del Vecchio, Diritto e personality 
umana nella storia del pensiero ; F. Moffa, L'etica di Democrito ; G. 
Trespioli, II pensiero giuridico e sociale dTtalia nell'evo moderno ; Ras- 
segna di filosofia scientifica ; Rassegna di pedagogia ; Analisi e cenni ; 
Notizie ; Sommari di riviste. 



